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Niliifer Gole is Professor of Sociology at EHESS in Paris. She works on Islamic visibility,
secularism and intercultural controversies in European public spheres. Her sociological
approach aims to open up a new reading of modernity from a non-western perspective and a
broader critique of Eurocentrism in the definitions of secular modernity. Her books have been
published in many languages. Her upcoming book is The daily lives of muslims, Islam and
Public Confrontation in Contemporary Europe (Zed book, 2017). She is the author of Islam
and Secularity: The Future of Europe’s Public Sphere (Duke University Press, 2015),
Musulmans au quotidien: une enquéte européenne sur les controverses autour de l'islam (La
Découverte, 2015), Islam and Public Controversy in FEurope (Ashgate, 2014),
Interpénétrations, ['Islam et I’Europe (Galaade, Paris, 2005) and The Forbidden Modern:
Civilization and Veiling (1997). She directed EuroPubliclslam, a research project on islam’s
visibility and the transformations of European public sphere (2008-2013). Her current program
of research concerns Public Space Democracy and Maidan protest movements in the global era
(EHESS-Nomis Foundation).

Levent Yilmaz (1969) is a Professor of European cultural and intellectual history. He thaught
at Istanbul Bilgi and Kog universities. His research focuses on the modern historiography and
on the historical-legal-political foundations of the modernity in Europe. He worked with Tullio
Gregory (SAS, Fondazion San Carlo di Modena) for his MA and with Frangois Hartog for his
PhD and received his degree from EHESS (2002) with a dissertation on the Quarrel of the
Ancients and Moderns (the jury was composed by Roger Chartier, Marcel Gauchet, Quentin
Skinner and Frangois Waquet). He also worked as senior editor for various publishers (Actes
Sud, YKY etc.). His most recent monograph is Le Temps d, 2004; Metis, 2010; English,
Bulgarian, Arabic and Italian translations are forthcoming). He also edited the Turkish version
of Yves Bonnefoy’s Dictionary of Mythologies (2 volumes, Dost Kitabevi, 2000) and published
a collective volume on Giambattista Vico and the Basic Concepts of the New Science (Bilgi
University Press, 2007). He works on the concept of human nature and sociability in the
political writings of Florentine politicians, in the natural law tradition and in historiography
with a special emphasis on Giambattista Vico’s work. His most recent publication is an edited
volume (with Manuela Sanna): The Vico Road (Edizioni di Storia e Letteratura, Rome,
2016).He was a Senior Braudel Fellow at European University Institute, Directeur d’études
invité at the EHESS, Mellon Fellow at Harvard University’s Villa I Tatti and Fellow of the
Paris Institute of Advanced Study. He actually works at the EHESS-CRH as Prestige/Marie
Curie Fellow.

Umut Ozkirimli is Professor of Political Science at the Center for Middle Eastern Studies
(CMES), Lund University. He is also a Visiting Professor at The Middle East Centre (MEC),
London School of Economics and The Centre for Advanced International Theory (CAIT),
University of Sussex; Honorary Professor in Europe, Nationalism and Globalization at the
Center for Modern European Studies (CEMES), University of Copenhagen; and a Senior
Fellow at Istanbul Policy Center, Sabanci University. He is the author of Theories of
Nationalism: A Critical Introduction (Palgrave Macmillan, 2000); Contemporary Debates on
Nationalism: A Critical Engagement (Palgrave Macmillan, 2005); Tormented by History:
Nationalism in Greece and Turkey (with Spyros A. Sofos, Hurst & Co. and Oxford University
Press, 2008); and the second revised and extended edition of Theories of Nationalism (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2010). He is currently editing a book series on “Islam and Nationalism” (with
Spyros A. Sofos) for Palgrave Macmillan. His latest book, The Making of a Protest Movement
in Turkey. #occupygezi (edited collection), is published by Palgrave Pivot in May 2014. His
forthcoming books include the third, revised and expanded, edition of Theories of Nationalism
and a monograph called Models Unveiled: Sweden and Turkey as Instantiations of a Global
Crisis with Lars Tragardh, Henrik Berggren and Spyros A. Sofos which will both be published
in 2017. Ozkirimli's Theories of Nationalism has been adopted as a textbook in over 80 courses
in approximately 30 countries across the world; and his books have been translated into
Turkish, Greek, Albanian, Persian, Arabic and Chinese so far. He is also a regular contributor
to opendemocracy, Huffington Post and al-Jazeera.

Boyan Znepolski is Associate Professor at the Department of Sociology, University of Sofia
“St. Kliment Ohridski” (Bulgaria). His recent publications include: Unveiling the religious
motives in radical social critique (forthcoming) (Philosophy and social criticism, SAGE, 2017);
How to Criticize Our Societies Today? Part I: Pragmatic Sociology and Pragmatic Social
Theory as a Social Critique (Dialogue and Universalism, Vol. XXVI, No 2/2016); Bulgarian
Student Occupations in the Focus of Two Rationalities (Critique and Humanism, Vol. 46,
2/2016); Autour des débats sur les fondements des sciences sociales et de la critique sociale
(Divinatio/39-40, spring-summer 2015). His academic interests are in the spheres of: social
theory, the contemporary modes of social critique, the new protest movements, the public and
academic debates around the concept of “identity”. He is member of the editorial board of
Critique and Humanism Journal.



Dr. Baran Alp Uncu is a lecturer at Marmara University. After receiving his M.A. degree at
McGill University, he completed his PhD in sociology at the London School of Economics.
His main fields of interest are social movements, civil society, and globalization. He has
carried out research on environmental movements, politics of climate change and more
recently Gezi protests in Turkey.

Gokee Tuncel is a PhD student in sociology at EHESS. She holds an MA degree on
Alternative Media Studies and Collective Action from the University of Paris 8. She is
interested in social movements, public sphere, media studies and political agency. Her co-
authored book Mobilisations numériques: Politiques du conflit et technologies médiatiques
(Presses de Mines) and her article on the politization process of the ultras in the Gezi
movement will be published in 2017. She is currently working on an empirical study of the
Gezi movement for her PhD thesis and as a research assistant in PublicDemoS Project

Buket Tiirkmen holds an MA degree and a PhD of EHESS on sociology. Her thesis is
concentrated on reconstruction of the secular public space by college students who are
members of Islamic foundations and Kemalist associations. She teaches in the Sociology
department of Galatasaray University since 1997.

She is the author of diverse articles on young Islamists, transformation of the public space,
redefinition of secularism and Gezi movement as well as the editor of the volume entitled

« Laicités et religiosités » published on 2010 by L'Harmattan. Since 2011, she is an
associate professor.

Konstantinos Eleftheriadis is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Centre d’études des
mouvements sociaux (CEMS/IMM) at the Ecole des hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales
(EHESS), in Paris on an individual project on the diffusion of counter-publics after the
January 2015 (Charlie Hebdo) terrorist attacks in France. He defended his thesis ‘Queer
festivals and their transnational counterpublics’ in 2014 at the European University Institute in
Florence. The book will be soon published by Amsterdam University press. He has published
extensively in Social Movement studies, International Journal of Politics, Culture and Society,
ACME and L’Homme et la Société and has contributed in collective volumes. He has worked
as fellow in European funded projects (Mobilizing for Democracy; KNOW RESET). Finally,
he has been teaching since 2012 sociology and political science courses in various academic
institutions in Europe.



Tom Junes is a historian and holds a Ph.D. from the KU Leuven (Belgium). He is a member
of the Human and Social Studies Foundation in Sofia and currently a Visiting Fellow at the
European University Institute in Florence. As a postdoctoral researcher he has held
fellowships in Warsaw, Vienna, Budapest, Helsinki, Potsdam, Jena and Sofia. His research
interests cover Eastern European history, Cold War history, and the history of youth and
student movements. He is the author of Student Politics in Communist Poland: Generations
of Consent and Dissent and has published widely on topics relating to student protest in
Eastern Europe.

Born in Barcelona, Spain, Pablo Ouziel is Assistant Professor of Political Science at
COMSATS Institute of Information Technology in Islamabad, Pakistan.

By standing within the tradition of public philosophy, the core of his work is centered on
excavating networks of individuals governing themselves in numerous ways that supersede
our current structures of representative government. He is the author of (Forthcoming)
‘Nonviolent communion versus medieval ships of fools:

Engaged-citizenry alternatives to Europe’s war on refugees’ in Cruel and Unusual: Studies
on the Meaning of Punishment in the 21" Century, New York: Routledge (In preparation)
and (2016) ‘in dialogue with Simon Tormey’s the end of representative politics’, in the end
of representative politics, Disch, L., Ouziel, P., Lawson, N. et al., European Political
Science.

Warda Hadjab obtained her M.A in Department of History & Civilizations at Toulouse II
Le Mirail University (2005). Her master’s thesis deals with the emergence of Youth French-
Muslim Organizations in the late of twentieth century which contributes to new articulations
between French citizenship issues, Religion and Social Participation.

She works as intercultural educator (2005-2009) in a French territorial institution. She
teaches History & Geography in different Public High School in Parisian Suburbs (2009-
2011). She is currently pursuing her doctoral studies in Sociology at Ecole des Hautes Etudes
en Sciences Sociales, under the supervision of Niliifer Géle. Her PhD dissertation focuses on
Love and Marriage practices amongst French-Muslims, especially those with Arabic
Background. From 2011 to 2014, Warda Hadjab was part of the EuroPubliclslam research
team as a research and editorial assistant. In 2016, she joined the Public Space Democracy
team as research-assistant.

She published “Scenography oh Halal love in Europe”, in Niliifer Gole (éd), En-quéte de
Uislam européen, Halfa, Perpignan, 2015) and « Algiers-Paris Round trips: Diasporic
Pathways of a Public Civil Dissidence », (Journal of Immigrant and Refugee Studies, 2016).

Zeynep Ugur is a PhD student of political science in CESPRA, EHESS. Her thesis is
supervised by Niliifer Gole and concentrates on elite transformation in Turkey with regard to
the cultural production after 2000s.

After graduating from International Relations department of Galatasaray University on 2014,
she had her MA degree from Political Science department of EHESS. Gezi movement
constitutes a parallel axis in her research. She is currently working as research assistant in
PublicDemoS.



